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e This SOP will pertain to any animal that has a euthanasia decision made by the Veterinarian.

e The primary goal is to provide every animal with a “good death” by making it as compassionate,

stress-free, and pain-free as possible while maintaining safety of staff.

e Euthanasia shall be performed by either a veterinarian, a certified euthanasia technician, a

Licensed Veterinary Technician under the direct supervision of a veterinarian, or an individual

training to become a New York State euthanasia technician under the direct supervision of

either a veterinarian or a certified euthanasia technician.

e Check for animal’s bite history. IF an animal has bitten a human within the last 10 days, and

euthanasia is required, see rabies protocol portion of this document.

e When euthanizing an animal, the following protocol should be followed:

1.

10.

11.
12.
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Be sure that the animal is identified properly using animal # and description as being the
correct animal for euthanasia. Check that the animal does not have any current holds or
rabies quarantine requiring decapitation and submission for testing.

Consult with the current electronic medical system for most recent weight. If no weight
is available, estimate weight.

Draw up sedative by using a mixture of Ketamine and Xylazine (dosing chart by weight
located on inside of cabinet in Edison near lock box) Appendix i. Fill out drug log
promptly and appropriately.

Administer sedative intramuscularly in such a way that everyone involved is safe.
Monitor animal for effects of sedation. Loss of motor function and slowing of palpebral
reflex (blink reflex).

Draw up Beuthanasia (dosing chart by weight located on inside of cabinet in Edison near
lock box) Appendix i. Be sure to fill out drug log promptly and appropriately.

Decide on preferred route of injection of euthanasia solution. Intravenous is the
preferred route but poor blood pressure may necessitate alternate route such as
Intracardiac (IC) or Intraperitoneal (IP). If performing IC or IP, palpebral reflex and toe-
pinch reflex must be completely absent.

Administer euthanasia solution.

Listen for heart beat — when animal no longer has audible heartbeat, confirm death by
cardiac stick with the appropriate sized needle or waiting for rigor mortis (1/2 to several
hours). Checking for cyanosis (blue) of the tongue, sphincter relaxation, and fully
dilated, non-responsive pupils are also indications of death that can be used prior to
cardiac stick when client is present.

Place body in black cadaver bag, taped shut with medical tape and labeled with
appropriate tag for cremation unless rabies testing and decapitation needed.

Place bag in appropriate freezer in crematorium (private or group cremation).

Fill out receipt for cremation and place in bin above work bench in crematorium.
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13. Record drug amounts used and outcome animal in the current electronic medical
system as being euthanized.

Rabies Protocol:

e |f arabies specimen is needed for diagnostic purposes, a Veterinarian will need to prepare the
specimen as soon as possible within 24 hours, to be sent to the Wadsworth Center Rabies
Laboratory with the results to go to the County Health Department. No sample should be
submitted on weekends unless emergency request has been submitted and approved by the
Bureau of Communicable Disease Control or the New York Department of Health.

e After specimen is prepared it is to be double bagged and stored in the refrigerator in treatment
room.

e Only rabies vaccinated euthanasia technicians and veterinarians may euthanize an animal who is
suspect of having rabies.

e Follow Euthanasia protocol as listed above in steps 1-9 and proceed as follows:

o If decapitation will be happening immediately, inform veterinarian that animal is ready.

o If veterinarian is not available immediately, place body in 2 black cadaver bags, taped
shut with medical tape and labeled with appropriate cremation tag.

o Bagged animal should then be placed in a box and moved immediately into the
refrigerator in Treatment Room.
Veterinarian will perform decapitation as soon as available to do so.
Shelter LVT or Veterinary Assistant is to fill out the animal rabies specimen history form
to accompany the specimen. Appendix ii.

o Specimen must be brought to Wadsworth Center Rabies Laboratory within 24 hours of

preparation by a veterinary staff member.
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Recommended Ketamine/Rompum Doses for

Sedation prior to Euthanasia

CATS
Animal Weight Sedative Amounts
Kittens less than 2 Ibs 0.1 ml Ketamine/0.3 ml Xylazine
2-5 lbs 0.2 ml Ketamine/0.5 ml Xylazine
5-10 Ibs 0.5 ml Ketamine/0.5 ml Xylazine
10+ Ibs 0.5 ml Ketamine/0.8 ml Xylazine

e Doses can be adjusted as need. Individual animals react differently to the drugs that are
being used. In some instances, more drug may be needed, such as fractious animals or IP

administration.
DOGS
Animal Weight Sedative Amounts

Puppies less than 5 lbs 0.3 ml Ketamine/0.5 mls Xylazine

5-10 Ibs 0.5 ml Ketamine/0.5 mls Xylazine

10-25 lbs 1.0 ml Ketamine/1.0 mls Xylazine

25-40 Ibs 2.0 ml Ketamine/2.0 mls Xylazine

40-70 lbs 3.0 ml Ketamine/3.0 mls Xylazine

70+ lbs 4.0 ml Ketamine/4.0 mls Xylazine

Recommended Beuthanasia Doses for Euthanasia

Beuthanasia is dosed at 1 ml per 10 Ibs body weight + 1 ml rounded up to nearest whole ml.
For example, a 25 Ibs dog would receive 4.0 mls because 25 divided by 10 is 2.5 ml. Adding 1
ml equals 3.5 ml. That is then rounded up to 4.0 ml. Water can then be added to thin the solution
for easier administration based on the euthanasia technicians preference.
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