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Infectious diseases are common in shelters due to a number of causes; high levels of stress,

differing levels of natural immunity in individual cats, number of cats and differing ages of

individual cats. Because of this, it is important to provide preventative and prophylactic care as

soon as new cats come into the shelter.

During spring and summer, there are a high number of queens with nursing kittens and

orphaned kittens that are surrendered to the shelter. These queens are highly stressed in

shelter settings and may reject the kittens putting the kittens’ lives in danger. Kittens do not

have a fully developed immune system and are at risk of contracting and spreading viruses such

as distemper easily. Steps must be taken to keep these vulnerable populations as healthy as

possible.

After kittens have been entered into Pet Point, they should have their technician intake
examination and age appropriate preventative care performed as soon as possible. They
should then be held in treatment until they can go to foster, preferably within the first
48 hours.

Once kittens are eating solid food for at least 1 week, they can be scheduled for
sterilization once reaching 2 Ibs.

Veterinary examination can be performed any time prior to sterilization with at least
one exam taking place when kittens are over 6 weeks of age.

General guidelines

All adult cats must have complete intake protocols before leaving cat evaluation. This
consists of having their initial Feline Distemper Vaccine (FVRCP), Revolution, Capstar (if
needed), RV, and vet exam. Cats can then be moved to cat housing 1 and 2 spaces prior
to sterilization.
o ARV will be administered by the veterinarian and good for 1 year unless a prior
RV had been given. If a prior RV had been given, the RV administered will be
good for 3 years.
The cat’s profile must be checked for prior medicals before any intake protocols can be
done.
o If any veterinarian information is provided, the vet hospital must be called
immediately to request to have records faxed to APF (518-346-2120).
o If no medicals or veterinarian information is provided, all cats must have
complete intake protocols administered before moving to a different area of the
shelter.
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Hands are to be washed before starting the intake process and fresh gloves are to be
worn in between cats.

Animals that cannot complete intake protocols should be treated as if infectious and
staff must wear PPE while handling these cats.

Adult cats (6 months and older) — including nursing mothers

FVRCP — Feline distemper vaccine
o Every cat must receive one at intake, unless prior medicals with updated
vaccines are provided at the time of intake.
o Every cat that does not come with up to date vaccine records will receive a
booster vaccination in 2 weeks.
o Please refer to Addendum A for vaccine instructions.
o ***Pregnant cats do not receive a distemper vaccine until they have given birth.
Revolution — Topical flea prevention
o Every cat must receive a dose of flea prevention at intake, unless prior owner
stated he/she has received any in the last 30 days.
o Remove any flea collar present on the cat before applying our topical treatment.
Cats will have a dose of Revolution every 30 days while in the shelter.
o Revolution is dosed out according to weight. See chart below.
®  Please refer to Addendum B for dosing chart
FeLV/FIV testing — Adult cats (6 months and older) will be tested for FelLV and FIV upon
intake.
Capstar — Oral flea medication
o Cats with large numbers of live fleas will receive Capstar on intake. Dosing on the
packaging.
Droncit — Injectable de-wormer
o Cats with fleas and/or flea dirt will have Droncit scheduled for 2 days after
intake.
Strongid — Oral general de-wormer
o Cats will have Strongid scheduled for 2 weeks after first Revolution dose.
= Please refer to Addendum B for dosing chart
Microchip — Cats will be microchipped at the time of surgery unless they are already
altered.
o If altered, microchipping can happen at the time of intake.

Kittens under 1 pound
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e FVRCP - Feline distemper vaccine
o Kittens do not receive their first distemper vaccine until they have reached 1
pound and 4 weeks of age.
o Please refer to Addendum A for vaccination instructions.
e Frontline spray — Topical flea treatment
o Used weekly until over 1 pound in place of Revolution and Capstar when
fleas/flea dirt live is seen.
o If no fleas/flea dirt is seen, no treatment is used.
e Strongid — General de-wormer
o Kittens will have their first dose of Strongid at 2 weeks.
o Ifthey are over 2 weeks, Strongid will be done at intake.

Kittens over one pound

e FVRCP —Feline distemper vaccine
o Kittens receive their first distemper vaccine at one pound and 4 weeks of age.
o Repeat vaccines are done every 2 weeks until the kitten is 16 weeks of age.
o Please refer to Addendum A for vaccination instructions.
e Revolution — Topical flea prevention
o Every kitten must receive a dose of flea prevention at intake, unless prior owner
stated he/she received any in the last 30 days.
Kittens will have a dose of Revolution every 30 days while in the shelter.
o Revolution is dosed out according to weight.
= Please refer to Addendum B for dosing chart.
e Capstar — Oral flea medication
o ¥ Capstar given at intake if live fleas are present (full Capstar dose cannot be
given until 2 Ibs.)
e Droncit — Injectable de-wormer
o Kittens with flea and/or flea dirt will have Droncit scheduled for 2 days after
intake (not to be used if kittens are less than 1 Ib. or 4 weeks old).
e Strongid — Oral general de-wormer
o Kittens will have Strongid scheduled for 2 weeks after first and second
Revolution doses.
e Marquis paste — Oral general de-wormer
o Kittens will have Marquis paste on intake and for 2 more days afterwards
= Please refer to Addendum B for dosing chart.

e Microchip — Kittens will be microchipped at the time of surgery.

3|Page



Incoming Felines SOP
Updated by: Stephanie Johnson
Animal Protective Foundation Updated and Effective April 61, 2022

e FelV test- kittens 6 months and younger will receive a FelV test at intake.
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