Shelter Pre-Operative Care Protocol

Updated by: Chrissy Carlone, LVT
Animal Protective Feundation , Date: August 21, 2023

All felines, canines, and rabbits adopted from the APF are spayed and neutered prior to being
able to be officially adopted. For an animal to be scheduled for surgery they must have the

following {unless otherwise specified by the DVM or Shelter Operations Team):

e Physical exam by DVM and sound health as determined by DVM.

o Exemption for kittens: '
= Kittens can go right for surgery if the LVT determines it is healthy enough
for the initial exam prior to surgery.

s Passed behavioral evaluation by gualified personnel, and of sound behavior while in
shelter.

s Pre-adopted and highly adoptable pets such as kittens and puppies take priority in
being scheduled for spay/neuter.

1. Scheduling surgery:

a. Shelter vet staff will schedule surgeries with Clinic Client Services Manager

(CCSM} at the spay/neuter clinic using the Clinic HQ Portal.
i. See ClinicHQ Portal SOP.

o Shelter vet staff will coordinate surgery dates for pets in foster care with the

spay/neuter clinic {via ClinicHQ Portal) and foster caregiver.
2. Surgery paperwork and prep:

a. Adult cats and dogs must be labeled by shelter vet staff the night before surgery
with a sign stating they are not to be fed in the morning because they are going
to surgery.

i. Kittens and puppies {2-4 months old) can have a small meal the morning
of surgery.
ii. Rabbits are not to be fasted prior to surgery.

b. If a cancellation occurs opening space, shelter vet staff must immediately notify
the appropriate staff not to feed the pet and coordinate getting the pet to
surgery.

¢. Every pet needs their cardboard carrier labeled with their names.

i. If there are two kittens in the same cardboard carrier, descriptions must
be written on the side of the carrier for purposes of identification.

d. The pet’s medical history will be pulled up in PetPoint to check for any needed
vaccines, tests or additional treatments and marked in the Clinic HQ Portal.

e. Any additional notes such as Cryptorchid, heart murmur, needs exam, etc. must
be entered into ClinicHQ Portal.

f.  All cats and dogs will receive a microchip at the time of surgery, unless already

chipped.
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i. The clinic maintains a supply of microchips to use on shelter pets.
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