
 

  

 

   
 

Canine Diarrhea Treatment Protocol 
(Updated 10/17/2023) 

 

Purpose:  

To provide guidelines for the treatment of canine diarrhea for dogs and puppies under the care 
of the SQSPCA.   

 

Procedure: 

1. Perform testing for parvo using a canine parvo test if any of the following apply: 
• severe diarrhea  
• has been in shelter for less than one week 
• vomiting or not eating in addition to diarrhea   
• history of possible exposure to puppies infected with parvo 

 
o If parvo test positive, refer to “Parvo Treatment Protocol” 
o If parvo test negative, continue to step 2.  

 
2. Perform fecal float to rule out coccidia if under 4 months of age.  

a. If coccidia oocysts or any other intestinal parasite seen on fecal float, refer to 
“Canine Intestinal Parasite Treatment Protocol” 

b. If no coccidia oocysts seen, continue to step 3 or treat based on other findings.  
 

3. Treat based on the following SQSPCA DVM approved standing orders broken down by 
age groups:  

 
Puppies <6 Weeks:  
 
If eating, gaining weight, and gums are pink:  
 

 Step 1:  
• Penicillin 30,000 units/mL injection  

o SQ with SQ fluids (10mL/lb) SID x 3 days 
OR 
• Amoxicillin  

o PO BID x 7d 



 

  

 

   
 

• Panacur  
o PO SID x 3 days 

 
If diarrhea persists 48 hrs and still doing well otherwise: 
 
Step 2:  
• Metronidazole 

o PO SID x 7 days 
 

If not eating well, losing, or not gaining weight: 
 
Step 1:  
• If gums pale, get PCV/TP/BG and consult with vet.  
• Baytril SQ  

o (5mg/lb) with SQ fluids (10ml/lb) x 3 days 
• Cerenia SQ x 3 days 

 
Recheck: 

o in 24 hours IF not gaining weight 
o in 3 days if diarrhea not resolved but otherwise doing well 

 
Step 2: 
• Panacur  

o PO SID x 3 days if not already done.  
 

Puppies 6 weeks to 6 months old: 
 
If BAR, eating, gaining weight, and diarrhea for > 24 hours: 
Step 1: 
• Panacur PO SID x 3d  
 
If no improvement in 72 hours (still BAR): 
Step 2: 
• Prazi once 
• Metro x 5 days  
 
If no improvement in 72 hours (still BAR, eating): 
Step 3: 
• SQ LRS 15mL/lb 
• Fecal by DVM request  



 

  

 

   
 

• Vet exam 
 

Over 6 months old: 
 
If BAR, eating, and diarrhea for >48 hours: 
Step 1: 
• Metro x 5 days 

 
If no improvement in 72 hours: 
Step 2:  
• Panacur PO SID x 3 days 

 
If no improvement in additional 48 hours: 
Step 3:  
• Extend Metro x 5 days 

 
If no improvement in additional 72 hours: 
Step 4: 
• Fecal by DVM request.  
• Veterinarian – Consider: fecal float/fecal smear, tylosin powder, 

FortiFlora/probiotics, bland diet, vitamin B12, kaolin, anxiety meds 
 

4. Update all information and treatment plans in patient’s medical record.  
• Be sure to continuously update record with any changes to patient’s symptoms, 

condition, medications, diet, plan, etc.  
 

 


