
 

  

 

   
 

Canine Intestinal Parasite Protocol  
(Updated 10/23/2023) 

 

Purpose:  

To provide guidelines for the treatment and management of intestinal parasites for dogs under 
the care of the SQSPCA.  

 

Definitions: 

Roundworms, hookworms, and whipworms: parasitic nematodes that infest the intestines  

Tapeworms: parasitic flatworms, the adults of which live in the intestines  

Coccidia and Giardia: tiny protozoal parasites that infect the intestinal tract  

 

Procedure: 

1. Collect a fecal sample from each dog arriving at the SPCA as soon as possible after entry.  
• In the case that multiple dogs have arrived from the same household, multiple 

samples may be placed in one test container, or one sample may be used to 
represent all dogs from the household.  

• Until fecal analysis results are received, dogs should use the isolation yard for 
bathroom purposes if they are going outside unattended. 

• Fecal samples may also be collected in the case of diarrhea at any time during the 
dog’s stay.  
 

2. Analysis of the sample will be performed in-house using fecal flotation technique or 
samples may be sent to an outside lab for analysis. 
• Note that no test is 100% accurate and a negative result does not guarantee the 

absence of parasites.  
• Tapeworms may be diagnosed by the presence of proglottids (tapeworm segments) 

present in the feces or around the anus of infected dogs.  
• Roundworms may also be observed in the feces.   

 
3. If no ova or parasites are observed and antigen tests are negative: 



 

  

 

   
 

• No further action is required unless there are symptoms present (ex. diarrhea), in 
which case they should be treated accordingly.  
 

4. In the case of positive results, treat using the following guidelines: 
• Roundworms 

o Dose pyrantel pamoate (brand name Strongid) orally at 0.15mL/pound. 
o Repeat dosing in 2 weeks for adult dogs.  
o Repeat dosing biweekly until the age of 18 weeks for puppies.  

• Hookworms or Hookworms & Roundworms  
o Dose fenbendazole (brand name Panacur) orally at 50mg/kg once daily for 3 

days.  
o Repeat dosing in 2 weeks for adult dogs.  
o Repeat dosing biweekly until the age of 18 weeks for puppies.  

• Whipworms 
o Dose fenbendazole (brand name Panacur) orally at 50mg/kg once daily for 3 

days.  
o Repeat dosing in 4 weeks and again in 8 weeks for adult dogs.  
o Repeat dosing every 4 weeks until the age of 18 weeks for puppies.  

• Hookworms & Whipworms or Roundworms & Whipworms  
o Dose fenbendazole (brand name Panacur) orally at 50mg/kg once daily for 3 

days.  
o Repeat dosing in 2 weeks, 4 weeks, and 8 weeks for adult dogs.  
o Repeat dosing biweekly until the age of 18 weeks for puppies.  

• Tapeworms 
o Administer a one-time treatment with injectable praziquantel 56.8mg/mL given 

SQ at the following dosages: 
 5lbs and under  0.3mL   
 6-10lbs  0.5mL 
 11-25lbs  1.0mL  
 Over 25lbs  0.2mL / 5 lbs of body weight to a maximum of 3mL 

       OR 

o Administer a one-time treatment with an oral product containing praziquantel 
and following the dosing recommendations specific to that product.  

 

*** Note: If puppies being treated have their mother present, treat her following the 
same schedule as the puppies. 



 

  

 

   
 

  

• Coccidia (Cytoisospora – formerly known as Isopora)  
o If stools are solid, no treatment is warranted, and focus should be on 

environment decontamination to prevent reinfection or spread to other animals.   
o If loose stools or diarrhea: 
 Dose sulfadimethoxine (brand name Albon) orally at 50-60mg/kg once daily 

for 5-20 days (VIN) 
o 50 mg/kg the first day and 25 mg/kg per day for 1–3 weeks thereafter or 50 

mg/kg until 2–3 days after clinical signs resolve – this was in Merck  
o As oocysts are hardy and reinfection is common, environmental 

decontamination and disinfection are key 
• Giardia 

o If stools are solid, no treatment is warranted, and focus should be on 
environment decontamination to prevent reinfection or spread to other animals.   

o If loose stools or diarrhea: 
 Dose fenbendazole (brand name Panacur) orally at 50mg/kg once daily for 3-

5 days (VIN) 

MAY ALSO COMBINE WITH: 

 Metronidazole at 10-25mg/kg orally twice daily for 5-8 days (VIN) 
 

5. Except for tapeworms, if there are any parasites present in a dog’s feces, they are not 
able to use the community yards if left unattended and must continue to use the 
isolation yard for bathroom purposes until their full course of treatment has been 
completed.  
 Dogs may use other areas of the campus for walks and exercise if directly 

supervised and feces is cleaned up immediately and thoroughly.  

 


