
 

  

 

   
 

Feline Panleukopenia Protocol  
(Updated 5/30/2024) 

 

Purpose:  

To provide guidelines for the identification, management, and treatment of cats and kittens 
under the care of the SQSPCA that are infected with, suspected of being infected with, or have 
a known exposure to the panleukopenia virus.  

 

Definitions: 

Feline Panleukopenia Virus (FPV): a highly contagious, often fatal, viral disease of cats caused 
by the feline parvovirus and often referred to as feline distemper.  

Incubation period: the time between exposure to a disease and the start of symptoms 

 

Procedure: 

1. Identify and test, using a canine parvovirus antigen test, any kittens under the age of 4 
months exhibiting any of the following symptoms: 
• Diarrhea 
• Vomiting 
• Lethargy 
• Inappetence 
• Sudden death of litter mates or other kittens housed in close proximity.  

*** Although canine parvovirus test results can be a useful diagnostic tool, negative results are 
unreliable, so it is important to consider history, symptoms, and vaccine status when making 
determinations. False positive results may occur if the cat/kitten has been vaccinated in the 5-
12 days prior to testing. 

2. Initiate treatment with the following medications for any symptomatic kitten that tests 
positive or any other case in which FPV is suspected: 
• Enrofloxacin 100mg/mL 

o 2mg/lb SQ in fluids SID x 3 days 
o DO NOT overdose (this is a tiny amount = 0.02mL/lb) 



 

  

 

   
 

o DO NOT inject without diluting as it will cause an abscess. 
• Ampicillin 250mg/mL (keep refrigerated) OR  Penicillin  

o 3mg/lb BID x 3 days.       50,000 IU/kg SID x 3  
• Cerenia 10mg/mL (keep refrigerated) 

o SQ SID x 3 days   
 <1lb 0.05mL 
 1-2lbs 0.1mL  
 >2lbs 0.04mL  

• LRS   
o 15mL per pound given SQ TID x 3 days.  

*** Warm LRS and combine with enrofloxacin to give SQ. Ampicillin and Cerenia can 
then be injected into the fluid hump.  

 

Feeding and Care: 

• Kittens that are not eating should be force-fed as often as possible to prevent fading.  
• They should be kept warm and cozy. 
• Bath, if needed, to remove feces from hair coat and prevent scalding in perianal region. 

BE SURE TO DRY THOROUGHLY TO PREVENT THEM FROM GETTING CHILLED!  
• Kittens can be considered negative if: 

o They have had normal stools for 3 days and/or 
o They have been eating well and have not vomited for three days.  

 

Spread Prevention: 

• Vaccinate all kittens weighing at least 1 pound with a modified-live FVRCP vaccine on 
entry.  
o Repeat vaccinations on a bi-weekly basis for kittens housed in the shelter until 20 

weeks of age.  
o Repeat vaccinations every 2-4 weeks, stopping at 16 weeks of age, for kittens not 

residing at the shelter.  
• Exposed kittens and kittens known or suspected to be infected with FPV should be kept 

isolated from all other cats and kittens that have not had a complete series of FVRCP 
vaccines.  

o The incubation period usually ranges from 3-7 days but can take up to 14 days.  



 

  

 

   
 

o Recovered cats and kittens should be kept separate for an additional 14 days due 
to the potential of the virus to continue shedding during this time.  

• Special care should be taken, and appropriate PPE (personal protective equipment) 
should be used when cleaning to prevent contamination and spread of the virus. 

o Clean all caging, dishes, litter pans, and plastic toys using Rescue Concentrate 
diluted at a 1:32 dilution with a 10-minute contact time.  

o Lightly soiled bedding may be washed with hot water and a good quality 
detergent followed by drying on high heat. Discard heavily soiled bedding.   


