
Stray Cat Intake Exam Protocol 
(Revised 2/13/2023) 

Review intake paperwork for pertinent information.    

If there are any immediate health concerns, alert medical staff.  

If no immediate concerns, proceed with normal intake procedures as follows: 

Weigh cat 

Use flea comb to examine cat for fleas or flea dirt.  

If either fleas or flea dirt are seen, administer capstar: 1 tablet if over 2 lbs, ½ tablet if between 1-2 lbs.  

Administer appropriate amount of pyrantel pamoate if at least 2 weeks of age: 2cc per 10 lbs.  

Trim nails.  

Check for/verify microchip.  

Examine cat from nose to tail taking notes on any abnormal findings. Determine sex and spay/neuter 
status if unknown.  

Examine eyes, teeth, and throat. Estimate age based on dentition and/or weight (if kitten) if unknown. 

Swab ears. If any debris is found on swab, proceed with ear cleaning.   

If ear mites are suspected, save a swab to examine microscopically and apply 1 drop (approximately 
0.05mL) of ivermectin to each ear.  

If at least 1 pound and 4 weeks of age, administer FVRCP vaccine subcutaneously over the right 
shoulder. Be sure to place vaccine sticker on paper record with the date given noted.  

 

Post Exam: 

Verify and update profile information entered at intake in electronic record (age, sex, description, 
location). Medical staff only: be sure to complete asilomar status.  

Enter intake exam notes and medical care items in electronic record.  

Be sure that follow up vaccines, deworming, flea topicals, ear mite treatments and any other 
medications or treatments are scheduled as needed. 

Schedule follow up checks for any medical concerns noted at intake.   



Schedule for complete physical exam, FeLV/FIV testing, and flea topical administration with medical staff 
at end of hold period.  

Schedule rabies vaccine with DVM at end of hold period.  

Schedule for spay/neuter surgery and microchipping at end of hold period if needed.  

 

 


