r‘ Humane Society of Wayne County

1475 County House Road
Lyons, New York 14489
(315) 946-3389

@

Foster Caregiver Expectations

Fostering Eligibility:

Must be 18 years of age

Submit Volunteer Application

Meet with Shelter Operations Manager

Agree to and Sign Foster Caregiver Agreement

Fostering Procedures:

As a volunteer for the foster program, you will be on a master list of potential temporary caregivers for
animals in need. It may be a few weeks, a few months, or longer until you are called. This program runs
on a case-by-case basis.

The Shelter Operations Manager, based on many factors, chooses foster animals. Therefore, once the
need for a foster parent arises, we will contact a foster parent who best matches the needs of the animal
(i.e., if you only shelter cats; if you prefer not to house large dogs). The Shelter Operations Manager
will determine how many animals a foster home can foster at one particular time (this will be
determined on a case by case basis). Requests to foster specific animals may not be honored.

If You Agree To Take the Animal:
= Foster parent picks up animal from the HSWC Shelter
When you pick up the animal, the Shelter Operations Manager will provide you with all the
necessary information to help you provide the best care for the animal. A tentative date for the
return of the animal will be set.

= Foster parent takes the animal home
After you have taken the animal home, contact us with any problems that may arise, such as health
issues or questionable behavior. Since this program runs on a case-by-case basis, we understand
that issues may arise and we are here to support you throughout the process.

» The Shelter Operations Manager may contact you periodically to check the pet’s progress
After each contact, it will be determined if the tentative return date will be reevaluated. If the
animal has not fully recovered, the Shelter Operations Manager will determine any necessary
adjustments to the animal’s care or if it is time for the pet to be returned to the shelter for further
evaluation or adoption.

= Returning the animal to the shelter
As the foster parent, you must be able to relinquish the pet to the HSWC at the end of each foster
care assignment. At that time, you will be given the option to adopt your foster pet, if it has not
already been adopted prior to going into foster care. If you choose not to adopt the pet but know
of an interested party, they must formally apply for the pet and follow all HSWC adoption
procedures. If at any time you feel you can longer care for a foster animal, do not hesitate to call
the Shelter Operations Manager.
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HSWC Initial Information for Foster Parents

What will be provided for the animal?
e (ollar/Leash (for dogs/puppies)
e Food
e Medical Supplies (if needed)

What will I need to provide for the animal?

The foster parent should count on providing the following: Litter (for cats/kittens), Love, and
Play/Exercise Time

Keep in mind:

Most likely, acting as a foster parent to an animal will be smooth sailing and remarkably rewarding, but
the following problems could arise:
e Animal has housebreaking problems
Animal has not been trained
Animal chews/scratches
Animal needs to be crated/gated
Animal is aggressive toward other animals
Animal is used to being an outdoor animal
Animal is not spayed/neutered
Animal barks/whines

We will try our best to provide you with complete information on an animal before you agree to foster it,
and we will do our best to ensure a proper match is made. We encourage you to remain in contact with
us throughout the fostering period to let us know how things are going. There is support available.

What might I experience as a foster parent?
e A sense of accomplishment
e Heartbreak, sadness, anxiety and great rewards
e Work, work and more work! With work comes the demand for time
e Problems with disease, illness, or injury

What should I not expect as a foster parent?

To save them all or even most of them

To be able to spend a tremendous amount of time, money, or resources
To always get the animal(s) you want

To have the final say

To avoid occasional heartbreak

Please remember that the need for fostering is sporadic. There may be long periods of time when you do
not hear from us. You will continue to be in our Foster Program until you request that your name be
removed. Once again, your dedication is needed and appreciated!!! Please feel free to call the Shelter
Operations Manager with any questions, concerns, or just to touch bases.

Thank You!
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