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 Humane Society of Wayne County 
              1475 County House Road 
               Lyons, New York  14489 
                     (315) 946-3389  

 
Foster Volunteer Guidelines 

 
Major Objective:  
Provide nurturing environment in your home for animals so they may mature, heal, socialize, and 
become or remain adoptable. 
 

Prerequisite:  
 
Meet with the Shelter Operations Manager or applicable staff member. 
 

Duties: 
 Feed, socialize, groom, introduce basic training and medicate shelter animals in need of 

foster care. 
 Ensure the safety of your foster animal and respond to the needs of the animal. 
 Observe and report any problems with the foster animal to the Shelter Operations Manager. 
 Return the animal to the Humane Society of Wayne County (HSWC) upon request or 

according to any special arrangements made by the Shelter Operations Manager. 
 Comply with the HSWC’s philosophies and policies and act as a representative of the 

HSWC. 
 

Foster Volunteer Profile:  
 
We are looking for dedicated individuals or families with a satisfactory living arrangement 
willing to care for an individual animal or animals that require extra time or attention to help 
them thrive and become adoptable.  Foster volunteers must be accepting of the emotional 
challenges when faced with adoption, illness, death, or in some cases euthanasia of a foster 
animal.  Being a foster parent is ideal for people who are unable to commit to a pet of their own 
due to extensive travel or current living arrangements.   
  

Foster Volunteer Benefits: 
 Foster volunteers receive unconditional love and companionship from foster animals. 
 Choose the type of animal you are comfortable inviting into your home. 
 Personal triumph when a foster animal finds a loving home. 
 Flexible volunteer position tailored just for you. 

 

Supervision: 
 
Direct supervision by the Shelter Operations Manager. 
 

Animal Proofing Your Home 
 
To protect animals in new environments and to safeguard your belongings, it is necessary to 
“animal proof” your house.  Cats, kittens and puppies are curious creatures.  Many are capable of 
jumping onto high surfaces or squeezing into the smallest of spaces.  
 



Foster Volunteer Guidelines Page 2 of 2 
Effective 10/30/09 

Kitchens/Bathrooms/Utility Rooms 
 Use childproof latches to keep little paws from prying open cabinets. 
 Keep medicines, cleaners, chemicals and laundry supplies on high shelves. 
 Keep plastic bags out of reach to prevent suffocation. 
 Keep trashcans covered or in a latched cabinet. 
 Check for and block any small spaces, nooks or holes inside cabinetry or behind 

washer/dryer units. 
 Make sure cats or kittens haven’t jumped into the dryer before you turn it on (this does 

happen). 
 Keep foods out of reach (even if the food isn’t harmful, the wrapper could be). 
 Keep toilet lids closed to prevent drowning. 

 

Living/Family Room 
 Place dangling wires from lamps, TVs, stereos, and phones out of reach. 
 Keep children’s toys put away. 
 Put away knickknacks until the cat, kitten or puppy has the coordination and/or 

understanding not to knock them over. 
 Block all those spaces where your vacuum cleaner doesn’t fit, but a foster kitten could. 
 Move houseplants- some of which could be poisonous-out of reach, including hanging 

plants that can be jumped onto from other nearby surfaces. 
 Put away all sewing and craft notions, especially thread. 
 Make sure all heating and air vents have a cover. 

 

Garage 
 
Most garages usually contain too many dangerous chemicals and unsafe items to be an 
acceptable foster care site.  Animals should never be housed in a garage. 
 

Bedrooms 
 Keep laundry and shoes behind closed doors (drawstring and loose buttons can cause 

major problems). 
 Keep any medications, lotions or cosmetics off accessible surfaces (like the bedside 

table). 
 Move electrical and phone wires out of reach of chewing. 

 

Potentially Dangerous Situations 
 Closet and bedroom doors. 
 Open doors to the outdoors (escape). 
 Open dryer doors. 
 Open cabinet drawers. 
 Computer/Electronics wires. 
 Folding chairs. 
 Potted plants (possible poisoning or pulling off of shelf onto animal). 

 

Never underestimate an animal’s abilities … Accidents Do Happen! 
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